
UNBOXING OUR ROLES 
AS MILITARY EDUCATORS

Dr. Liz
Cavallaro

This keynote offers an exploration of how we might re-orient our
understanding of our roles as military educators.  We’ll consider how we can
elevate our engagement with each other toward the creation of meaningful
learning communities. With collaboration and curiosity across disciplines,

together we can foster the practice of creative learning. 
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CREATIVE THINKING AS A CRUCIAL SKILL 
FOR TEACHING AND LEARNING

Dr. Gerard
Puccio

All sectors now recognize the crucial role creative thinking and creative problem-
solving play in professional and personal success. LinkedIn, for example, identified
creativity thinking as the number one workplace skill. The Joint Chiefs of Staff
called out the need to promote creative thinking within professional military
education. Additionally, longitudinal research of Army officers revealed that
creative problem-solving was a major predictor of long-term leadership success. In
the first quarter of the 21st century, there is a clarion call for greater levels of
creative thinking, but how can this crucial skill be developed? The purpose of this
keynote is to share fundamental principles associated with creative thinking, with
a focus on how this critical ability can be facilitated through educational and
training practices.
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